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PRISON FOOD 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.42 pm]:  I was woken up reasonably early this morning by a 
telephone call, followed by an e-mail, referring to the front page of The West Australian.  When I saw the front 
page, I was not quite sure whether I had been to the service station and bought the Quokka.  However, it was 
definitely The West Australian.  The headline on the front page of the paper read “Terrorist claims discrimination 
over lack of Muslim food in jail”.  He is lucky that he gets fed; he is a terrorist.  When I read the paper I could 
not believe it.  What will happen next?  If a Muslim, Indian or whoever goes into the local corner store and 
cannot buy curry or halal food, will they go to the Equal Opportunity Commission?  If the seats in my daughter’s 
hair salon are not facing Mecca when people go in to get their hair cut, will she be shut down because she is 
discriminating against them?  I cannot believe this.  This fellow has been sentenced to nine years’ imprisonment.  
Jack Roche is not in jail for petty theft.  He was conspiring to kill Australians.  In March 2000 Jack Roche and 
his mate “Jihad” Jack Thomas travelled to Malaysia where they met Jemaah Islamiyah spiritual leader Abu 
Bakar Bashir.  Jack Roche is complaining about his food.  He should be grateful that he gets food at all.   
The e-mail I received reads - 

So convicted terrorist Jack Roche has lodged a complaint with the Equal Opportunity Commission 
alleging the Department of Justice is discriminating against him on religious grounds by not supplying 
him with enough halal food. 

If there’s no bread and water, let him eat cake.  

What does he expect?  Does he expect us to put him in the Hyatt Regency Perth?  If we did, he would probably 
complain that he did not have a computer so that he could play terrorist and bombing games while serving a 
nine-year stretch for terrorism.   

I find it offensive.  He is not merely a car thief or any kind of petty criminal; he is a person who conspired to kill 
people.  Although he comes from the United Kingdom, he is an Australian who conspired to kill people in his 
own country.  What type of person would do that?  He has approached the Equal Opportunity Commission!  The 
Department of Justice is defending the claim!  I would have hanged him; I would not have worried about the 
claim.  I would have fixed up the claim quick smart.  The Government is lucky I do not run the prison system.  
The only privilege such people should get in jail - if they are terrorists and have been sentenced to death - is that 
when they are hanged and if they do not die straightaway, someone should pull their feet to make sure they go!  
The President of the Ethnic Communities Council, Suresh Rajan, said that the department was “mean-spirited”.  
A lot of people are living under the bridge in East Perth near the casino, but they are not complaining about the 
few scraps they have to eat.  They battle on.  I have visited the area; I have seen them.  They are grateful for a 
meal and do not complain.  They are street people.  They do not complain to the Equal Opportunity Commission 
or ask government departments for food.  The person in jail wanted to bomb an embassy, but is demanding his 
right to have halal food.  It is an absolute insult to Australians. 

I was listening this afternoon to the Qantas theme song, I Still Call Australia Home.  I am a shareholder but I am 
not promoting Qantas, although I hope the shares go up a bit.  I love the song but, if we do not watch what is 
going on in this country, we will have to change that song.  People will not be game to call Australia home 
because, if this type of behaviour is allowed, God knows what the country will be like.  Those people will run 
rampant.  I saw the television news at lunchtime today.  Those people are causing trouble in Thailand.  I do not 
know why people who come to this beautiful country cannot treat everyone the same - treat everyone with 
respect, settle down, assimilate and become like us.  That is all we ask in this country.  We just want people to 
assimilate, get into our way of life and enjoy the most beautiful, free and open country in the world.  The person 
concerned is a terrorist; this is a disgrace.   

It turns my stomach to read things like this.  It is very upsetting.  A lot of people become very upset about this 
sort of thing.  People like this, who complain, are digging a hole for themselves.  Do they not understand that if 
they fit into the system and go along with our way of life everything will be hunky-dory?  We are told about hate 
in our society and the need for a racial vilification Bill.  This is one of the reasons such a Bill is introduced.  A 
minority of boofheads are poking their noses in instead of just going along with us.  That is all we ask.  I am not 
hard to get on with.  Goodness me. 
 


